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my seclusion at the manse in Lome. My essay,
presented in winter, hardly touched the root of
the great question involved, and as it obtained
the prize, the other competitors must have been
slenderly endowed.

The mfallibility of a series of books, written
long ago, ostensibly by fallible men, taken in
these latter days as the ultimate criterion of
religious truth, doubtless affords wider room for
the interpreting judgment of the individual
than that afforded by a living infallible author-
ity, constantly at hand to direct us all; but
this with greater risk of erroneous interpretation.
The dead book, open per se to innumerable
varieties of interpretation, is otherwise provided
with an infallible interpreter always ready to
correct individual mistakes, and to guide the
faithful. The loss of this ever-present resource
explains the horror with which the Protestant
watchword of "the Bible alone the religion of
Protestants," when first proclaimed, was regarded
by Catholics, and the tragic aspect of the revolu-
tion in the sixteenth century, which seemed to
throw mankind hopelessly back upon the final
mystery, which the Church had been supposed
able to relieve.phasis in the lectures of Chalmers, and in
